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Making of a Farm Bill

Bush Veto
- Most thought veto was bluff

- New USDA Sec. Schafer

- Veto threat real

- Veto delivered

Other Key Issues
- ACRE

- Disaster aid

- COOL

- Rebalancing

Key Issues
- Budget

- Food and nutrition

- Conservation

- Pay caps

Timeline
- House: July 27, 2007

- Senate: Dec. 14, 2007

Key Players
- House

- Senate

- Bush administration

- Farm Groups

- Other

Farm Bill
-- Enrollment glitch

- Finally a billé

Defining

Issues



Key Farm Bill Datesé

Â USDA unveils farm bill proposals ñJuly 31, 2007
Â House passedñJuly 27, 2007
Â Senate passedñDecember 14, 2007
Â House and Senate both pass conference report ñMay 15, 

2008
Â Presidentõs vetoñMay 21, 2008
Â Congressional over-ride ñMay 22, 2008
Â Congress discovers missing title ñMay 22, 2008
Â House passes complete farm bill ñMay 22, 2008
Â Secretaryõs implementation memorandumñJune 2, 2008
Â First working group meeting ñJune 4, 2008
Â Senate passes complete farm bill ñJune 5, 2008
Â President vetoes complete farm bill ñJune 18, 2008
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Where Does the Money Go?

Note: Based on CBO cost estimate for the farm bill conference report.



Comparing the 2002 and 2008 Actsé

Item 2002 

Farm Act

2008 

Farm Act

Percent

Change

Pages in total 
conference report 687 1,100 Up 60%

Pages of 

bill language 414 672 Up 62%

Titles 10 15 Up 50%

Sections/

Provisions 419 616 Up 47%



This Translates Intoé

Â167 regulations across the Departmenté

Âéof which 40 regulations must be 
completed within 90 days of enactment. 1

ÂAnd 30 regulations for the Farm Service 
Agencyé

Âéof which 21 must be completed within 90 
days of enactment, or for 2008 crops.

1 By September 16, 2008.



Farm Bill Highlights
Sugar: �E�L�J���Z�L�Q�Q�H�U�«���J�R�W���D�O�O���W�K�H�\���Z�D�Q�W�H�G
Fruits and vegetables: $3.5 billion foot in door

Food and nutrition: biggest funding winner

Conservation programs: More money, reorganized

Dairy: MILC hike, food-cost index, product supports

Corn: ACRE program option

Wheat, soybeans: Rebalancing

Ag disaster: Permanent ag disaster program - down payment
Cotton: �$�Q�R�W�K�H�U���µ�6�W�H�S�����¶-like program

Livestock: COOL changes, interstate meat inspection

Payment caps: �6�R�P�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V�����E�X�W�«
Crop insurance industry: Big loser


