Food and Agricultural
Policy Research Institute

FAPRI

University of Missouri

Overview of the Farm Bill

Pat Westhoff ( westhoffp@missouri.edu )
FAPRF MU (www.fapri.missouri.edu_ )

2008 Breimyer Seminar: Unpacking the 2008 Farm Bill
Columbia, Missouri
September 3, 2008



mailto:westhoffp@missouri.edu
http://www.fapri.missouri.edu/

A few facts about the farm bill

1 Official title: Food, Conservation, and Energy
Act of 2008

1 14 of 15 titles became law on May 22 over
Presi dent 0s veto

1 Override votes (two - thirds required)
B316 - 108 in the House
B82- 13 in the Senate

1+ Final title became law on June 18
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Follow the money*

Continuing pre- 2008 With the 2008 farm
farm bill laws bill in place

Commodity programs 87.2 85.5

Conservation 50.7 54.7

Nutrition 397.1 406.3

Everything else 69.2 67.9

Total 604.2 614.5
*CBO estimates of mandatory spending over the FY 2008 - FY 2017

period, billions of dollars




Farm bill spending, 2008-17
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