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State Soil and Water Conservation Program
Claim Volume, all practices
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+ Numberof claims, annual
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average: 7,660
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Trends in Conservation Expenditures, 198305
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Source: Office of Budget and Policy Analysis, USDA, and the Congressional Budget Office



Principal Federal Conservation Programs

} Reserve/Preserve Programs
} CRP & CREP Conservation Reserve Program
} WRP & WREP Wetland Reserve Program
} GRP Grassland Reserve Program
} FPP Farmland Protection Program

+ Working Lands Programs

} EQIP Environmental Quality Incentives Program
} CSP Conservation Security Program
y WHIP Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program



General Eligibility Requirements

} Retains conservation compliance provisions
}  Sodbuster and swampbuster rules apply

}  New provision making nativ&od acreage ineligible for crop
Insurance in Prairie Pothole region

} Updates eligible land definitions to: cropped in 4 of 6 years
prior to 2008

1 General eligibility
} Under $1 million gross nonfarm income, OR
}  Tworthirds income from farming

} Special rules for beginning farmers, socially disadvantaged
producers.

1 Program specific payment limits, generally $50,000 per persor
per year

1 Extends enhanced deduction for donations of conservation
easements through Dec 31, 2009



Conservation Reserve Program (CRP/CREP)

} Authorities continued for general and continuous sign
ups since 1985.

} Enrolled acres peaked at 36.8 million acres in 2007.

} Now, more emphasis on environmental less on supply
control.
} EBI scores for general signups.
+ EX. upland bird habitat a priority for continuous CRP

1 First reduction in acres with this bill!

} Acres capped at 39.2 million through 2009 then 32 million for
20102012.

+ Missouri FYO7: $107 million. 1.975 million enrolled acres



CRP Changes

} Program purposes expanded to include issues raised
Dy state, regional, and national conservation
Initiatives.
} Special transition rules for retiring farmers to special
status farmers.
} 2 years extra payments for retiring farmer
} Requires selling CRP land to special status farmer

} Allows new farmer to begin making improvements, begin
organic certification

} Payments continue to be based on ag market.
} NASS required to do an annual survey of dryland & irrig. renta




More CRP Changes

} Hot spot limits: Local government has more say in
walving cropland limit (25%)

} Adds a local preference option, I.e., offer from
residents where land iIs located are given preference
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} New authority for routine grazing.

} Alfalfa and other multyear forages approved to fulfill
cropping requirement.

} Costshare for thinning trees authorized ($100 mil)
} Secretary may terminate a CRP contract after 5 years



CRP Contract acres now about 34.7 million

Expiring Acres, General & Continuous CI
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CRP Enrollment, FY 2007 (Cumulative)

CRP Acres, All Signup Types and Practices

1 Dot =500 Acres
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Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP/WREP)

+ Established 1990

1 Goal: Maximize wetland function, value, and wildlife
habitat on ag and nofag land.

Tends to focus in FL, CA, MN, and Mississippi River. Basi
Raises acreage cap from 2.275 mil to 3.041 mil
Easements over $500,000 paid in installments

Establishes WRIERllows states to partner in selection
and funding of contracts.

} MO pilot started in 1992. As of FY07 have funded 812
applications on 119,300 acres. 14 applications, 7100 acre
that year.
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FY-2006 WRP Allocations to States
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http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/2007_allocations/m9789wrp_alloc.gif

Grasslands Reserve Program

1 New in 2002.

} Goal: Restore and protect grassland, rangeland,
pastureland and shrub land on 40 acre plus tracts.

} Targets lands under threat of conversion to cropland, urban
development. Emphasizes biodiversity.

} Owner retains rights to certain grazing and haying practices
1 Contracts range from 10 years to permanent easements.
+ Adds 1.22 million acres 20812

} Funding authorized, but not explicitly limited
1 60% for easements vs. rentals



FY-2007 GRP Allocations to States

Dollars
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Changes to Grasslands Reserve Program

} Priority to expiring CRP land
(up to 10% per year)

} Reduces restoration cost
share from 90% to 50%

} Removes 30 year rental
agreements and easements
} Retains 10, 15, 20, and

permanent terms

1 Allows for more cooperative
agreements with local gov
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} MO FYO07: $470,000 in FYO%
to permanently protect 600
acres




Farmland Protection Program (FPP)

} Formerly Farm and Ranchland Protection Program

} Provides federal match of up to 50% of fair market
SFHrasSySyu gl tdzs uz2 t2O0I¢
purchase development rights (easements)

} Change in focus from topsoil to protecting ag use,
conservation value, and historical sites on agricultural
land. Can include forest.

200207 authorized funding of $499 million
New bill mandates $743 million 2042
Certification for eligibility made easier.
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National Battlefield near Springfield.
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